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Abstract

This independent study examined the challenges of enforcing the Article 116 of the Criminal Code
against public protesters. Specifically, the steps used in the enforcement of the Criminal Code, Article 116
against public demonstrators were investigated to find out appropriate legal measures that could be adopted
to improve the Public Assembly Act B.E. 2558. The researcher collected data from legal documents, articles,
and reports from prior prosecutions and studies carried out on the enforcement of the Article 116 of the
Criminal Code. Documentary analysis strategies were employed to analyze the data collected and based on
the findings, conclusions were drawn and recommendations made. The results showed that the enforcement
of the Criminal Code, Article 116 against public demonstrators had some challenges. The study revealed that
main objective of Article 116 of the criminal code in the first paragraph was misinterpreted; 1) To demand
changes in the law of the land or the government through protest is needless. 2) The Criminal Code
(Article 116) was also interpreted as an attempt to make people turbulent and or rebellious which will be
dangerous to the Kingdom. 3) The study showed Article 116 of the Criminal Code was misinterpreted as an
intention to make people violate the state of law in the Kingdom.The measures of criminal liability should
be modified and revised. According to the Public Assembly Act, B.E. 2558. There are mandatory
procedures distinct from litigation if you commit an offense against a public assembly that is properly
notified under the stated Act. In total compliance with the Criminal Code. B.E. 2558: An Act to Amend the
Public Assembly Act (2015.) By increasing the severity of penalties for public gatherings that break
specified rules. Thus, the government does not readily harass and prosecute public meetings on grounds
of internal security charges. The Criminal Code's Section 116 should be changed. “A public assembly that
has been solicited for and permission under the Public Assembly Act B.E. 2558 is not an offense under
this section,” the second paragraph adds. In addition, to amend the Public Assembly Act B.E. 2558 (2015)

to clearly increase the level of dispersal measures from light to heavy.

Keywords: Public, Freedom assembly, Intention of the law
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